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President’s Message

With Spring quickly approaching,
the anticipation and excitement for
upcoming AV and Gesneriad
shows looms.  That includes our
upcoming MAAVS Convention and
Show in York, Pennsylvania, on
November 7th  to 9th at the St. John
Episcopal Church.  Stay tuned for
updates on the hotel and dining
options in the upcoming months
on our website and Facebook
group pages. In the meantime,

keep growing and enjoying your plants - nine months will be here in a blink!

Linda Stinnette’s financial statement on Page 5 reflects her diligent efforts
to keep our fiances straight - - MAAVS’ financial health is EXCELLENT.
Thank you Linda.

Cheers, Minh Bui, MAAVS President
minhbui82@hotmail.com

mailto:minhbui82@hotmail.com
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MAAVS 2024 Convention and
Show coming to York,

Pennsylvania, November 7th to 9th

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

The Balt imore Af rican Violet  Club

Is offering a rosette for the Best  Fant asy in any MAAVS or  AVSA

af f ilat e show. Send request and a check for $5 made out to Carolyn

Epstein at:
Carolyn Epstein

14317 Yosemite Court
Rockville, MD 20853
inky4ever@aol.com

Moonlight Nursery is located in Millsboro, Delaware, specializing in African violets and a few other gesneriads.  We
are licensed by the State of Delaware, and are members of: The African Violet Society of America (AVSA), The African
Violet Society of Canada (AVSC), and The Mid-Atlantic African Violet Society (MAAVS).  Our address is: 25110 Indian
Branch Road; Millsboro, Delaware, 19966.  Louise Thompson is the Proprietor and can be reached by phone at
410.251.6949 or by E Mail at: info@moonlightnursery.com
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Affiliate Activities

Delaware African Violet & Gesneriad Society
March 23, 2024 @ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Boscov's Department Store Christiana Town
Center Route 273, Christiana, DE.  African
Violet Display & Plant Sale Event Dates and
Hours: Saturday, March 23, 2024 10 AM to 4
PM Location: Boscovs Department Store
Christiana Town Center Route 273 361 W. Main
St. Christiana, DE 19702 Event contact
i n f o r m a t i o n :  B o b b i e  L a F a s h i a
r lafash@comcast .net  Club Emai l :
rlafash@comcast.net  

Richmond African Violet Society
April 5, 2024 @ 1:00 pm - April 7, 2024 @ 4:00
pm  Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 1800
Lakeside Avenue, Henrico, VA. African Violet
Show & Plant Sale "Ready, Set, Go Violets"
Location: Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 1800
Lakeside Avenue Richmond, Virginia 23228
Event Dates and Hours: Free admission to show
and sale. Plant Sale: April 5th 1:00 - 5:00 pm
April 6th 9:00 am -5:00 pm April 7th 9:00.

African Violet Club of Burlington County
April 13 @ Noon - 5 pm Burlington County
Lyceum of History and Natural Sciences, 307
High Street. Annual Judged Show and Sale.
C o n t a c t  S a n d r a  S k a l s k i  a t
sskalski@comcast.net

Tidewater African Violet Society
April 27, 2024 @ 9:00 am - April 28, 2024 @
4:00 pm  Norfolk Botanical Gardens 6700
Azalea Garden Road, Norfolk, VA.  African
Violet Show & Plant Sale "Violets Under the
Stars" Event Dates and Hours: Saturday, April
27,  &  Sunday, 28, 2024 Saturday: Sale: 9 am
to 5 pm Show: 1 pm to 5 pm Sunday: Sale &
Show: 9 am to 4 pm Location: Norfolk Botanical
Gardens 6700 Azalea Garden Rd. Norfolk, VA
23518.

African Violet Society of Springfield
May 3 @ 1 pm - 4:30 pm  and May 4 @9:30 am
- 3 pm Marple Township Municipal Building 227
S. Sproul Road, Broomall, PA. Annual Judged
Show and Sale "Diamonds are a Violet's Best
Friend" Show and Sale Contact Lisa Bradley at
icollect56@aol.com
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The Mid-Atlantic African Violet Society
www.midatlanticafricanvioletsociety.org

www.facebook.com/groups/2646182925438855

Minh Bui,  President

13111 Ardennes Avenue
Rockville, MD 20851

301.442.2679
minhbui82@hotmail.com

Linda Stinnette, Treasurer

4209 Thistle Drive
Portsmouth, VA 23703-1630

757.484.4689
757.646.6113 (Cell)

lstinnette2@gmail.com

Ken Barbi,  Edit or of  The MAAVS MEMO

and Webmast er

1809 View Top Court
Annapolis, MD 21409-5873

410.757.5044
kenbarbi@verizon.net

All material may be reproduced without
permission by AVSA, AVSC, and AVSA Affiliates. 
Please include a MAAVS credit by-line.

 Articles and advertising must be received by:

February 25th for First Quarterly March Issue

May 25th for Second Quarterly June Issue

August 25th for Third Quarterly September Issue

November 25th for Fourth Quarterly December Issue

Advertising Rates are $35 per edition for full
page ads, $20 per edition for half page ads, and
$10 per edition for quarter page ads.  A 10%
discount is given for annual advertising.  MAAVS
Commercial Members receive free advertising. 
Please contact Ken Barbi.

Former MAAVS Presidents:
Diane Richardson (D) 1991 - 1995
Sue Hoffmann 1995 - 1999
Linda Abplanalp 1999 - 2001
Ken Barbi 2001 - 2005
Rodney Barnett 2005 - 2007
Rich Follett 2007 - 2011
Joan Santino (D) 2011 - 2015
Brenda Petry 2015 - 2017
Sue Hoffmann 2017 - 2022
Minh Bui 2022 - Present
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MAAVS BOARD OF DI RECTORS

ELECTED OFFI CERS (Execut ive Commit t ee)

President - Minh Bui
Vice President - Rodney Barnett
Secretary - Jackie Leitzel 
Treasurer - Linda Stinnette

AFFI LI ATE DI RECTORS

AV Club of Burlington County - Blanche Renz
AVS of Philadelphia - Susan Hanna
AVS of Springfield - Linda Kilby
Baltimore AV Club - Rodney Barnett
Delaware AV & Gesneriad Society - Barbara Borleske
Garden State AV Club - April Van Ness
Richmond AVS - Kitty Hedgepeth
Southern NJ African Violet Club - Sandra Pine
Tidewater AVS - Pat Knight

CHAI RMEN OF STANDI NG COMMI TTEES

Advertising - Ken Barbi
Affiliates - Minh Bui
Awards - Kitty Hedgepeth
Bylaws & Standing Rules - VACANT
Commercial Activities - Donna Brining
Finance - Linda Stinnette
Future Conventions - VACANT
Membership & Promotions - Jackie Leitzel
Newsletter & Documentation - Ken Barbi
Ways & Means   - VACANT
Immediate Past President - Sue Hoffmann

CHAI RMEN OF SPECI AL COMMI TTEES

Nominating     - Sue Hoffmann
2024 Convention Chair    - Rodney Barnett
2024 Show Chair   - Linda Kilby

APPOI NTED Non- Board POSI TI ONS

Parliamentarian  - Rich Follett
Editor of The MAAVS MEMO - Ken Barbi
MAAVS Collection Rosette - Minh Bui
Historian - VACANT
Properties - Donna Brining
Convention Registrar - Jackie Leitzel
Webmaster - Ken Barbi

The Af rican Violet

Societ y of

Philadelphia
Offers a Species Rosette
for Best  Saint paulia species

or  nat ur al hybr id.  It is
available for any MAAVS or
AVSA affiliate show.  Send
your request and a check for
$5 made out to Judith
Smith, at least one month in
advance to:

Judith Smith, Species
Chairman

7808 Conwell Road
Laverock, PA 19038-7205
  judithsmith0@gmail.com  
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2023 MAAVS Income & Expenses
2023 Income
Bank Account Interest                                                   $             1.00
Membership Dues                                                1,723.24
MAAVS Rosettes for Affiliates        0.00
Life Member Donations 1,500.00
Convention Income             12,466.59
Total 2023 Income                                                   $   15,690.83

2023 Expense
AVSA Annual Membership Dues                                                35.00
AVSA Insurance                  408.00
MAAVS Memo (Toner, Postage, Paper, etc.)    207.80
Convention Total Cost                                                   11,845.45    
Total 2023 Expense         $  12,496.25 

2024 Proposed MAAVS Budget
Total Expected  2024 Income
Bank Account Interest         $      1.23
Membership Dues             1,750.00
MAAVS Rosettes for Affiliates    10.00
MAAVS Pin Sales    10.00
Convention Advertising  100.00
Convention Sales Tables  150.00
Convention Award Donations             1,500.00
Convention Registration             3,000.00
Convention Silent Auction  600.00
Convention Sale of Show Plants  100.00
Total 2024 Income                                                   $   7,221.23

Expected 2024 Expense
Convention Church Rental Costs        $   1,000.00
Convention Tables  500.00
Convention Table Skirting  600.00
Convention Ribbons  100.00
Convention Advertising  300.00
Convention Booklets  300.00
Convention Judges and Clerks  200.00
Convention Goodie Bags  200.00
Convention Staging  300.00
Convention Awards             2,000.00
Internet Renewal cost (MAAVS share of a total cost split with DAVS)  248.22
MAAVS Memo (Toner, Postage, Paper, etc.)  200.00
AVSA Annual Membership Dues    40.00
AVSA Insurance  312.00
Total 2024 Expense                                                   $   6,300.22

MAAVS checking account balance as of February 17, 2024, is  $12,265.08
Respectfully submitted by, Linda Stinnette, Treasurer

MAAVS MEMO, 1st Quarterly Issue, March 2024, Volume 34, Number 1                                             5



Minutes of the October 1 and 3, 2023,

MAAVS Show Update Meetings

Meetings were called to order on time, both via zoom. Sandy reviewed

the hotel contract with everyone, and a few questions were brought up.

Sandy agreed to gather the information and informed everyone that she

would be in touch with the hotel and finalize the contract if everything

checked out. Ken B. made a motion to move the location, the motion

was seconded by Linda Kilby, and it was decided that if Sandy was able

to get the contract details worked out and we would move forward.

 

Even though meal prices were slightly different, it was agreed that meal

prices would remain the same as originally laid out, and no partial

refunds would be given.  The vegetarian meal was still in question, and

Jackie would reach out to the members that ordered the veg. meal and

offer them the opportunity to change their choice.

Sandy explained that the link to book the hotel would be available

online as of Oct 4. She secured a hospitality room, however there

would be no kitchen and we would not be able to have anything

plugged in the room. The new food deadline would be October 15th. 

Minh mentioned the Philly Flower Show for 2025 and not having a show

in 2024 to prepare for the 2025 show, he explained more details of how

the show would work.  Ken B. made a motion to move forward with the
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2025 PHS and that we don’t have a show in 2024, Kitty H. seconded

the motion. 13 members in favor, 3 members abstained from voting, the

motion will carry forward. 

Sue H. brought up that the standing rules and bylaws for MAAVS, and

they need to be revised. 

Sue H. said she would have the show book finished up and email it to

Linda K for printing in plenty of time for the show. 

Minh shared the color for the show as Navy and Gold, and he showed

the ribbons that he ordered.

 

Respectfully submitted, Jackie Leitzel, Secretary

Minutes of the November 3, 2023, MAAVS

Board Meeting, called to order at 12:20pm

Linda S. gave a treasurer report, beginning balance on 12/21/22

of $9,426.16 and an ending balance on 10/24/23 of $19,008.39,
estimated hotel charges will be $8,173.68, but contract is being re-

negotiated because of the issues with the space. Awards to be pd
out at roughly $2,000.00.

A spring show/convention will be hard to pull off with the prices

continually going up, venues are going to be tough to find at an
affordable price.  The discussion of using Rodney’s church for a

future show. Members would be able to get hotels on their own,
perhaps MAAVS could secure a block of rooms at two different

hotels for the members to have a choice. Rodney agreed to check
with the church and see if the dates of November 7th, 8th and 9th

would be available.

Minh brought up the PHS, so he could reach out to them to start
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to confirm things with them about the venue. Ken asked for a vote
as to who would like to move forward with the PHS option for

2025, several voiced concerns.  Ken suggested we forego the
PHS option after all, the votes were in agreement with Ken and

Minh said he would reach out to his contact at PHS and let them
know we would not be joining them after all. 

Rich F. suggested rather than being a participant at the PHS that

perhaps we set up a bus trip to attend the show. 

Rich F. also suggested that if we do pursue the church venue, we
may try to contact the local FFA, to help us set up the show etc.

Ken B. spoke about the MAAVS newsletter/website and that in

2024 MAAVS would be sharing the cost of our website with Dixie,
this will be about a $200 savings. 

Donna Brining closed the meeting by letting us know that she

would not be able to store the MAAVS properties any longer and
that at the membership meeting we would need to find someone

else to take them home with them. 

The meeting was concluded at 1:15pm
Respectfully submitted, Jackie Leitzel, Secretary

Minutes of the November 4, 2023, MAAVS

General Membership meeting was called to

order at 3:03pm (with 36 in attendance)

Linda S. provided a treasures report of $19,008.39. This is the

balance before the hotel has been paid and before awards. 

Donna B. asked for someone to take the MAAVS properties as
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she will no longer be able to store them. Tammy Dubois agreed to
take the niches, and April Van Ness agreed to take the bankers

boxes with the remaining items. Sue H. suggested the list of where
the properties are being housed should be updated on the

website. 

Linda K. gave a show report we had 30 members enter the show,
with a total of 191 entries 45 in design, 2 special classes and 184

in horticulture. The show was awarded a Blue Award, it was a
great show. 

The judging school held by Joyce Stork on November 1st was a

huge success, there were 7 members that attended the school. 

Rodney spoke about the venue for the 2024 show, potentially
being held at his church in York PA. We are not going to give up

on a hotel for a venue for next year but will need to make a
decision in the next 30 days if we want to have a chance as

securing something in time. Sandy P. was going to talk to her
contact at the Wyndham hotel to see what they would charge us

to come back to Gettysburg next year and report back to the
board.  Linda K. made a motion that Rodney B. and Tammy D.

would take charge in finding a location within the next 30 to 45
days, and that Tammy would also look for something for 2025, all

were in favor, this motion was seconded by Linda A.

Linda A. asked if the entry list could be turned into a fill in style
PDF so she could fill it in on her computer than by hand. Jackie L.

said it could be done; she may just need to remind me of this
coming next year. 

Minh admitted that he missed a few awards and he apologized for

it, Kitty H. volunteered to take over awards for 2024 and everyone
graciously accepted her offer. It was agreed that the list of awards
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would be reviewed, and everyone felt confident that Kitty could
handle this job well. 

Laura S. has volunteered to handle hospitality for the 2024 show. 

Everyone agreed that they liked the “pop-up” silent auctions that
were held this year, and we would do these again next year, but

we would try to post times and locations in advance, however if no
one else is willing to help with them, that all we can do is the best

we can. 

April Van Ness thanked everyone for their support and donations
to the hospitality suite and asked that if anyone had anything left

in the room that they wanted if they would take it with them,
anything left in the room after the meeting would be donated to the

food bank. 

This concluded the meeting at 3:47pm
Respectfully submitted, Jackie Leitzel, Secretary
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Buy From Our Commercial

Members

Without opportunities to sell at Conventions and Shows,

our Commercial Members are doing business on-line. 

Please check them out.

Rob's Violets/Violet Barn

7209 County Road 12

Naples, New York 14512
585.374.8592

Rob and Olive Ma Robinson

robsviolet@aol.com

WEB SITE: www.violetbarn.com

Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses

14 Mutchler Street
Dolgeville, New York 13329

315.429.8291
Paul Sorano

sorano@lyndonlyon.com

WEB SITE: www.lyndonlyon.com

Black Oak Violets

47 Black Horse Road
Paradise, Pennsylvania 17562

717.940.4640
Rich and Marie Glass

blackoakstudio@comcast.net

Starz N Streps

2706 Airport Boulevard

North Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina 29582

843.273.4618Stephen and

Donna Turner

1kayakman@comcast.net

Glenda’s House of Violets

829 Old Highway 20, Unit B

McDade, Texas 78650 
512.988.1918 

Glenda Williams

ambrosiaviolets@gmail.com

Enchanted Gardens

1097 Darby Hill Road

Delanson, NY 12053
518.895.6054

Heidi Dillenbeck

heidisviolets@gmail.com 

WEB SITE:

www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com/ 

Fancy Bloomers

3644 Reading Avenue
Hammonton, New Jersey 08037

609.431.6982
Donna and Chuck Brining

donnabrining@gmail.com

WEB SITE: www.fancy-bloomers.com

Moonlight Nursery

25110 Indian Branch Road
Millsboro, Delaware 19966

410.251.6949
Louise Thompson

info@moonlightnursery.com

WEB SITE: www.moonlightnursery.com

MAAVS MEMO, 1st Quarterly Issue, March 2024, Volume 34, Number 1                                             11

mailto:robsviolet@aol.com
mailto:robsviolet@aol.com
http://www.violetbarn.com
mailto:sorano@lyndonlyon.com
mailto:sorano@lyndonlyon.com
http://www.lyndonlyon.com
mailto:blackoakstudio@comcast.net
mailto:1kayakman@comcast.nte
mailto:1kayakman@comcast.nte
mailto:1kayakman@comcast.net
mailto:ambrosiaviolets@gmail.com
mailto:heidisviolets@gmail.com
http://www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com/
mailto:bpetry165@gmail.com
mailto:donnabrining@gmail.com
mailto:donnabrining@gmail.com
http://www.fancy-bloomers.com
mailto:info@moonlightnursery.com
mailto:info@moonlightnursery.com
http://www.moonlightnursery.com


Card #                                      MM/YY           CVC

Applicat ion f or Membership in t he Mid-

At lant ic Af rican Violet  Societ y

We look forward to you joining our Society.   Existing members, can use this form

to renew their membership.

Individual _____ $25.00

Joint (2 members, same address) _____ $30.00

Affiliate/Commercial _____ $30.00

MAAVS Pin _____ $  5.00

If you join now as a new member , or rejnew your membership,  your membership

will expire 12 months from the date your payment is received. If dues are paid

after June 2024, your membership will be good through December 31, 2025.  If

paying by credit/debit card, please add $1.00 for the credit card processing fee.

    

Name __________________________________ 
Address ________________________________ 
City ______________ State _____ ZIP _______
Phone __________________________________
E Mail  _________________________________
Local Affiliate  ___________________________
Member of AVSA Yes _____ No ______ # ______

Check here if you want to receive the MAAVS
MEMO by Post _____

Make checks payable to MAAVS  
 or for $1 more use a Credit or    
                 Debit Card

Mail this form to:
Jackie Leit zel

1078 Dyer Road

New Columbia,  PA 17856
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 MAAVS Collect ion Roset t e

The MAAVS Collection Rosette for an exhibit
consisting of three African violets of the same type
(standard, miniature, semiminiature, trailer
[standard, miniature, or semiminiature], or species)
is available to affiliate clubs.  
These plants must be entered by a MAAVS member
and need not be AVSA-registered varieties.  Each
plant will be point scored in accordance with The

Af rican Violet  Societ y of  America Handbook For Growers,  Exhibit ors,

and Judges 2022 Edit ion,  and awarded a ribbon as merited.  To exhibit,
you must  be a MAAVS member.

For an Affiliate to order a rosette, please contact Minh Bui at 13111
Ardennes Avenue, Rockville, MD 20851, and remit $ 5. 00 with each
request.  If you have unused rosettes from previous years, you may
request new score sheets at no cost, use the score sheets from the
AVSA Entries Program, or download score sheets from
www.midatlanticafricanvioletsociety.org For additional information, or to
check on a request, call me at 301.442.2679, or E Mail me at
minhbui82@hotmail.com  
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